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alumniOTTAWA — Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s troubled trip to Russia to attend the G20
summit became more interesting as the final day
of the gathering drew near. It wasn’t until the last
day that Harper made the trip to Kaliningrad, the
small Russian enclave between Poland and
Lithuania, a region once part of the Soviet Union.
It seems to have been the only part of the trip he
was ever interested in. Why? Because he couldn’t
make it to the G20 in Singapore without being
there. He made that clear in an interview with
CBC’s Peter Mansbridge, who asked him point-
blank why he had spent his last day in Moscow
visiting the region. “I had to be there,” Harper
said. Never mind that it took Harper three hours
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to make the 10-kilometre trip to Kaliningrad, by a
combination of train, boat and car. (It would have
taken him just over an hour by car.) Harper didn’t
make it to Singapore, but his government was still
there. Harper didn’t say whether his flight home
from Moscow was canceled because of the
weather, but 1t certainly didn’t matter. Had the
travel been easy, the last day of the G20 would
have made for a rather less interesting story. But
because 1t was so damn hard, the last day of the
summit became downright riveting. It wasn’t the
first time Harper was late to a meeting. But 1t was
the first time he was late for a meeting so critical
to his own government’s survival. He was
scheduled to meet with his cabinet Monday
morning. By 7:15 a.m. the morning after, the
government had not received any news. At 7:30
a.m. or so, the media was alerted that he would
not be in attendance. By 9 a.m. cabinet ministers
were up and running. Finance Minister Jim
Flaherty and International Trade 4bcOdebe4?2
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